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was violated, under which he and his brother officers had en-
listed in the English service.1 Many officers were reduced to
abject poverty; the new regiments were sent to the West Indies
and North America, but the brigade was not kept up as a
separate body, and it now disappears from history.54

It was on December 15, 1796, that the French expedition at
last set sail from Brest. It consisted of seventeen ships of the
line, thirteen frigates, and a number of corvettes and transports,
making in all forty-three sail, and carrying about 15,000 soldiers,
as well as a large supply of arms and ammunition for distribution.
Admiral Morarcl De Galles commanded the fleet, and Hoche
the troops. Wolfe Tone, who was now known as Adjutant-
General Smith, was on board the c Indoniptable/ which also
carried Cherin, the chief of the staff.

As far as the English were concerned, the French had every
reason to congratulate themselves, for the bulk of the fleet never
appear to have seen an English sail during the expedition; but
the profound scepticism which Tone frequently expressed of the
capacities of the French sailors, was amply justified by the event.
The weather when the fleet set sail was enchanting; the sun
was bright as May, and the wind soft and favourable, but some
of the vessels speedily came into collision. The c Sednisant/ a
ship of the line carrying seventy-four guns, when endeavouring
to thread the dangerous passage called the Raz, ran upon a rock,
and sank with almost all the soldiers who were on board her;
other ships missed their way, and on the 17th there were but

1 See, in the Pelbam MSS., the     officers, which the Duke of Fitzjames

very interesting memorial of the Duke     considered an insult, and a duel took

of Fitzjames, Sept. 1796, and a letter     place in the Phoenix Park, in which

of Pelham to Colonel Brownrigg, May     the   duke   was    slightly    wounded

11, 1797. In an earlier letter, Pelham     (Annual Register, 1797, pp. 9, 10.)
writes:  'I have never troubled you          2 An'Irish legion'had been formed

about the Irish brigade,  but   it is     by Napoleon in 1804.    It continued

really a most shocking and disgrace-     in the French service till 1814, and

f ul thing.   I have been  obliged to     served with distinction in many carn-

advanoe 1,500Z. upon my own credit     paigns ;   but it was mainly formed

for the bare subsistence of the officers,     of revolutionary elements, and was

who otherwise would have starved,     quite different in its spirit and cha-

and I very much fear that the oppor-     racter from the  old  Irish   brigade.

tunity of recruiting is  lost,  unless     Mr. O'Callaghan states (I know not on

some of the rioters in Eoscommon     what authority), that Lord Castlereagh

should be induced to enlist, to save     exerted his influence at the time of

themselves.'   (Pelham. to Windham,     the  Bourbon restoration, to prevent

May 17, 1795.)   Something was said     the  reconstruction of  the  old  Irish

in the. Irish House of Lords, by Lord     brigade.    ( Hi-st. of the Irish Brigades,

Blaney, about the French emigrant     in the Service of France^ p. (Jo4.)